INTRODUCTION
Coldenia procumbens 1-6 Linn. (FamilyBoraginaceae) is abundantly available in most parts of India and has been used by locals for number of medicinal purposes. In villages, the fresh leaves are ground and applied to rheumatic swelling. The whole plant used in external application of causing suppuration of boils. The leaves are also used to cure fever, piles and scorpion sting. But it has still not been explored properly and remains as a silent drug in herbal medicine. Considering various uses of the leaf, the present investigation was undertaken to being out the detailed pharmacognostical characteristics of the leaves as whole an fits powdered form .
MATERIALS AND METHODS

Plant Materials
The plant material were collected from Tirunelveli in the month of May 1997 and authenticated by Dr. V. Nandhagopalan, Department of Botany, National College, Tiruchirapalli. A Herbarium specimen of the plant is preserved in the Department of Pharmacognosy of our Institute for future reference. The collected leaves were shade dried, Pulverized to get a coarse powder and used for the present study.
Reagents
All the reagents used were of analytical grade obtained from S.d. Fine chemicals Ltd., Mumbai, Qualigens Fine Chemicals, Mumbai.
Methods
The morphological characters of the plant Coldenia procumbens Linn. were observed. Free hand sections of leaf were taken, fixed in 70% ethanol, stained with safranin and fast green and mounted following the usual plant micro technoque7 (Johansen, 1940) . The histo chemical colour reactions of the leaf were done according to the methods described by Trease and Evans8, (1972) 
RESULTS: MORPHOLGY 16 Habit and Habitat
It is a prostrate herb usually lying quite flat on the ground, stems reaching 45cm long , shaggy with whit hairs, branches often numerous, young plants silky with white hairs. It is distributed in tropical and subtropical zones.
LEAVES
Crisped, 1.3-3.8 by 0.6-2cm, obovate to oblong, rounded at the apex, coarsely serrate, very hairy on both sides, base tapering, petioles 3-10 mm long, shaggy.
FLOWERS
Pale yellow, solitary, axillary, nearly sessile; calyx-divided to the base or nearly, so, very hairy. Segments 4, ovate, acute, 2-5mm long, ciliate; corolla-2.5 mm long, lobes 4, oblong, rounded at the apex; Androceiumlong stamens 4, scarcely higher than the corolla-tube; Gynoceium-ovoid, slightly 4 lobed, sub 4 celled with one ovule in each cell. Style 2, distinct from the base or cohering to the middle, but easily separable, terminal stigmas capitate.
FRUIT:
A dry 4 lobed pyramid about 3mm high and 4 mm across at the widest part, grooved on two and ribbed on the other two sides, with a sharp central double beak, hairy, muriculate, ultimately separating into 1 celled, beaked pyrenes; Seeds-albuminous.
HISTOLOGICAL STUDIES (Fig-1)
Anatomy of Coldenia procumbens Linn. leaf, The transverse section of leaf through midrib shows.
The cells in both the epidermises are one layered in thickness, some of the epidermal cells re modified into hairs, which are unicellular, thick walled in nature.
The palisade layer are well distinguished, they are double layered compact cells and radially arranged but the spongy mesophyll cells are much more differentiated, spongy parenchyma are loosely arranged, intercellular spaces are found. The midrib portion of the leaf contains 3 to 4 layers of collenchymatous cells on lower epidermis. The vascular bundles located at the centre of midrib portion, the large bundle was typically centre in position and small bundle was observed just above to the central bundle. The vascular bundle is surrounded by parenchymatous cells, having radiated xylem and phloem. Paracytic stomata are seen in the lower epidermis and upper epidermis.
POWDER CHARACTERISTICS (Fig.2) The leaf powder is pale greenish grey in colour, having characteristic odour and slightly bitter in taste. It shows following powder characteristics.
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